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MILZ

Bookpourri: Reviews of Books
for Children
Vera Milz is a second-grade teacher at Conant Elementary
School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a past president
of the Oakland County Reading Council.

he power within a book continues to amaze me. When author and reader meet on the pages of a
book and connect, amazing things result. Periodically, authors are able to show this connection
on the pages of their creations, and Paul Fleischman does so in his book, Whirligig (Holt, 1998,
$16.95, ISBN 0-8050-5582-7). His main character is Brent, a teenager who has killed a girl in a car
crash caused by his drunk driving. As part of Brent's probation, he is sent by the girl's mother on a
cross-country journey to build whirligigs in her daughter's memory. How the toys touch various lives is
revealed in this poignant and thought-provoking story. Yet, a second consideration threads its way
through the book as Brent reads various books while he seeks redemption and peace after this lifeshattering experience. I hope that each of you will make these important connections as you enjoy
books in your personal life and in your classrooms. If you have a favorite book that you can recommend to others, please tell me about it for use in a future column. Send your suggestions to 1750
Woodgate Drive, Troy, Michigan, 48083.

T
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FOR THE PICTURE BOOK CONNOISSEUR
Bloom, Becky. Wolf! Illustrations by Pascal Biet. (Orchard, 1999, $15.95, ISBN
0-531-30155-9)
The transformation of a wolf from being a bully to an educated animal capable
of reading with "confidence and passion,"
is the subject of this witty and fascinating
barnyard tale. This is a thought-provoking
book that reveals new aspects and ideas
each time the reader returns to the text and
the illustrations. It is truly a picture book
for all ages to enjoy.
Bunting, Eve. Butterfly House. Illustrations by Greg Shed. (Scholastic, 1999,
$15.95, ISBN 0-590-84884-4)
This lyrical tale from a gifted author tells
the story of a larva found by a young girl who
watches it change into a painted lady butter-
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fly before releasing it into the wild. Each year,
the butterflies return to her garden as the
young girl grows up and finally is an old
woman when the story ends. Directions for
raising a butterfly are in the back of this
lovely book.

dePaola, Tomie. Big Anthony: His Story.
(Putnam, 1998, $16.99, ISBN 0-399-23189-7)
What was life like for Big Anthony before he found Strega Nona at her little
house in Calabria? This book has the answers and reveals that from the day he was
born on a farm in northern Italy, he didn't
pay attention, and the results are quite hilarious. Thank goodness for one of the
most delightful characters in picture book
history! His fans will really enjoy learning about his unique history.
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George, Jean Craighead. Morning, Noon,
and Night. Illustrations by Wendell Minor.
(HarperCollins, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-06023628-0)
As the sun journeys from the east to the
west, an array of animals go about their daily
lives as described by this premier author of
books about the world of nature. Realistic
paintings bring the animals to life for the
young reader.
Graham, Bob. Benny: An Adventure Story.
(Candlewick, 1999, $16.99, ISBN 0-76360813-0)
Benny is a very talented dog. However,
when he upstages the magician he works for,
he ends up losing his job and home. He looks
for a new job that will utilize his talent, but
nobody needs him. Finally, though, there is a
happy ending to this delightful story.
Graves, Keith. Frank was a Monster who
wanted to Dance. (Chronicle, 1999, $12.95,
ISBN 0-8118-2169-2)
A monster named Frank is inspired to ·go
to the local dance theater. He dances so vigorously that he begins to fall apart - much to
the horror of the audience. However, his
dream of dancing is sure to delight a beginning reader audience. They will find it
disgustingly gross and hilarious! Even the end
papers will have young readers trying to figure out how he did it.
Lester, Helen. Hooway for Wodney Wat.
Illustrations by Lynn Munsinger. (Houghton
Mifflin, 1999, $15.00, ISBN 0-395-92392-1)
Poor Rodney Rat can't pronounce his R's,
and his classmates tease him daily. When
Camilla Capybera joins the class, everyone
is afraid because she is bigger, meaner, and
smarter than anyone else. To everyone's surprise, it is "Wodney" who ends up saving the
day and triumphing over the big, bad bully.
Score another plus for the underdog with the
latest contribution from this talented authorillustrator team.
McKee, David. Elmer and the Lost Teddy.
(Lothrop, 1999, $15.00, ISBN 0-688-16912-0)
When Baby Elephant loses his favorite
teddy, he can't go to sleep. Elmer loans him
VOLUME

his teddy and sets off to find the lost one.
Along the way, he meets many animals who
promise to help him look and tell him if they
find it. Suddenly, when he is about to give
up, he hears a voice calling, "Help! Help!"
Young readers will love the surprise ending.
Namioka, Lensey. The Laziest Boy in the
World. Illustrations by YongSheng Xuan.
(Holiday House, 1998, $16.95, ISBN 0-82341330-6)
Xiaolong is known as the laziest boy in
his village. He is too lazy even to get out of
his chair, but he doesn't care. The only thing
he wishes he might do is fly a kite like his
sisters, but even that is too much effort. One
night when he was too lazy to go to bed, a
thief enters the house, and Xiolong realizes
he is the only one that can stop him. He saves
the household, and more than that, he discovers that he actually likes moving around.
What a neat way to encourage young readers
to reach out and try something new!
Quattlebaum, Mary. Aunt Ceecee, Aunt
Belle, and Mama's Surprise. Illustrations by
Michael Chesworth. (Doubleday, 1999,
$15.95, ISBN 0-385-322275-5)
Mama's birthday is coming, but she doesn't
want a big fuss. However, her daughter knows
better, and she enlists her two disorganized
aunts to help her. Everything goes wrong that
can go wrong, but in the end they have the
perfect party. They also have the perfect family story to be told for years to come in this
loving extended family.
Rylant, Cynthia. The Cookie-Store Cat.
(Blue Sky/Scholastic, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0590-54329-6)
The town bakers adopt a tiny, homeless
stray kitten, who is sweeter than any cookie
they have ever baked. Everyone in town loves
him, and stop by to visit him as they purchase
their favorite cookies. Readers will enjoy the
story, and want to try the recipes in the back
of the book for the cookies that are mentioned
in the story. The book is a companion to The
Bookstore Dog. Both are set in the same town,
and the dog and her friends make an appearance in this especially "tasty" book.
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Senisi, Ellen. Reading Grows. (Albert
Whitman, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-8075-6898-8)
Children anxious to read will be comforted
by realizing that learning to read takes a long
time that and the process is very similar to
their physical growing. Notes in the back
encourage parents to read to their children and
to help them enjoy reading at whatever level
they might be.
Stevens, Janet and Susan Stevens
Crummel. Cook-A-Doodle-Dao. Illustrations
by Janet Stevens. (Harcourt Brace, 1999,
$17.00, ISBN 0-15-201924-3)
Big Brown Rooster, the great-grandson of
the Little Red Hen, consults her cookbook,
and decides to make a strawberry shortcake.
However, unlike Great-Granny who has to
work alone, he gets help from Turtle, Iguana,

and Potbellied Pig. The help they provide is
debatable, and there is plenty of confusion,
as well as a nearly disastrous finish. However, the team overcomes its problem and
ends up with the most wonderful, magnificent strawberry shortcake in the world. The
Little Red Hen would be proud.

Strickland, Michael R. Haircuts at Sleepy
Sam's. Illustrations by Keaf Holliday. (Boyds
Mills Press, 1998, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397562-9)
Three brothers head to the barbershop on
a Saturday morning. Mom doesn't want them
to get their hair cut too short, but the boys
want "bald fades." When the boys are finished, they are in for a surprise, and so are
Mom and Dad. Sam has provided the perfect
summer cuts for this handsome trio.

•••••••••••••••••••
BOOKS TO CELEBRATE SPECIAL DAYS
Gantos, Jack and Nicole Rubel. Rotten
Ralph's Halloween Howl. Illustrations by
Nicole Rubel. (HarperFestival, 1998, $6.95,
ISBN 0-694-00985-7)
After a night of tricks at a haunted house,
Ralph declares that he can't be scared. In the
end, though, Sarah pulls off the ultimate trick.
Flaps throughout the book can be lifted to see
Rotten Ralph's spooky tricks as well as
Sarah's spectacular one.
Hutchins, Pat. It's My Birthday!
(Greenwillow, 1999, $15.00, ISBN 0-68809663-8 TR)
Billy is celebrating his birthday, and all the
little monsters at his party want to play with
his new toys. Billy doesn't want to share, until
he receives a present from his sister that he
can't play with alone. Now no one wants to
play with him, and he isn't having much fun.
Finally, the other monsters decide to play the
games with him, but Billy decides to share
his new toys first. A very enjoyable story with
an important lesson for all young readers to
consider.
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Munsch, Robert. Ribbon Rescue. Illustrations by Eugenie Fernandes. (Scholastic,
1999, $11.95, ISBN 0-590-89012-3)
Everyone is late for a wedding and everything is going wrong. Jillian has a beautiful
ribbon dress, and she uses the ribbons on it
to help the people on their way to the wedding. However, her dress is ruined, and she
isn't allowed into the church. When the bride
and groom find her on the church steps and
realize she is the one who saved their special
day, they decide she would make a perfect
flower girl. Everyone agrees that she is the
prettiest child there.
Poydar, Nancy. First Day, Hooray! (Holiday House, 1999, $15.95, ISBN
0-8234-1437-x)
With her brand-new shoes and a new
lunchbox, Ivy Green is ready for school.
However, she is a little worried, and though
she doesn't know it, so are her bus driver,
her teacher, the custodian, and the principal.
However, everything is worked out, and everyone is ready to start the school year. The
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book certainly captures the excitement, anticipation, and apprehension of the first day
at any school.
Reid, Barbara. The Party. (Scholastic,
1997, $15.95, ISBN 0-590-97801-2)
Everyone is coming to a very special party
that takes place once a year. It is
Grandmother's birthday - a perfect occasion
for the gathering of a large extended family
of aunts, uncles, and plenty of cousins. The
guests bring their favorite dishes to share, and
everyone has a wonderful feast and a great
time. But sadly all good things must come to
an end.
Ross, Eileen. The Halloween Showdown.
Illustrations by Lynn Rowe Reed. (Holiday
House, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-8234-1395-0)
When mean witch Grizzorka needs a new
Halloween cat, she kidnaps Tabitha. How-

ever, she doesn't realize that she has taken
on Grandmother Katt, who is a cat not to be
messed with. Grandmother assembles a team
that includes a spider, a frog, and a bat who
all have scores to settle with the witch. Together they save Tabitha, and make their own
special Halloween day.
Senisi, Ellen B. For My Family, Love,
Allie. (Albert Whitman, 1998, $14.95, ISBN
0-807 5-2539-1)
Allie's relatives are coming from out of
town for a big family reunion. She knows that
they will bring gifts for her family, and she
wants something special to give to them. She
decides to make to make Peanut-Butter Treats
for dessert. With all the food at the party, she
worries that everyone might be too full to try
them, but her dessert is a big success. The
recipe, as well as suggestions for other possible gifts, is in the back of the book.

•••••••••••••••••••
MICHIGAN CONNECTIONS
Burris, Barbara. Callie & Zora. Illustrations by Wendy Halstead. (Penny Royal Books,
1998, $15.95, ISBN 0-9654197-3-8)
A shy, young girl has to adjust to her mother's death and her father's
remarriage to a very strict stepmother. Then Zora befriends a stray kitten
that she names Callie and begins to take care of it - eventually trying to
adopt it though her stepmother does not like pets. Their efforts to stay
together will have readers cheering them on and dismayed at all the roadblocks they encounter. This is a heart-warming story celebrating the bond
between humans and their pets. The author lives in Royal Oak, Michigan.
Goodman, Debra. The Reading Detective Club - Solving the Mysteries
of Reading: A Teacher's Guide. (Heinemann, 1999, $18.00, ISBN 0-32500108-1).
Though this is not a children's book, it certainly is designed to be used
with children. The teacher section provides information for teachers to
engage children in the reading process, and the student section is filled
with mystery stories that help children explore the clues in the story while
expanding their skill as readers. One story, for example, encourages children to figure out smudged words by using the meaning and language clues in the
surrounding text. Tµe book is a fun way for third- to eighth-graders to use the knowledge
they do have to grow as proficient readers.

VOLUME
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Tomato
Collection

Kammeraad, Kevin. The Tomato Collection. (Cooperfly, 1999, $15.95,
ISBN 0-9669504-0-2)
The author-illustrator has created a collection of thoughts, feelings, and
ideas in poetic form based on journals that he began writing in 1994. The
poems are often whimsical, sometimes sad, and sometimes just plain funny.
Shel Silverstein and Jack Prelutsky definitely have some competition in
this volume from this Grand Rapids, Michigan, resident.

Neitzel, Shirley. I'm Taking a Trip on My
Train. Illustrations by Nancy Winslow
Parker. (Greenwillow, 1999, $15.00, ISBN
0-688-15833-1 TR)
Using cumulative verses, a little boy describes an imaginary
trip that he is taking with the toy train in his bedroom. Once he
puts on his striped hat, he becomes the engineer who guides the
train through tunnels and over trestles and waves to the people
along the track. This is another great book for young readers
who want to read by themselves - thanks to the repetition in the
text and the colorful rebuses that allow them to build new vocabulary. The author lives in Grand Rapids.

Schmidt, Gary D. William Bradford: Plymouth's Faithful Pilgrim.
(Eerdmann, 1999, $18.00, ISBN 0-8028-5151-7)
This biography for older readers introduces readers to the founder of Plymouth Colony. Thanks to Bradford's leadership, the Pilgrims survived that
first terrible winter and went on to celebrate what we now call the first
Thanksgiving. Bradford's own writings are a primary source for the biography, and the book is filled with maps, paintings, drawings, and reenactment
photos to enhance your understanding of this fascinating man's accomplishments. The author is a professor of English at Calvin College in Grand Rapids.

Whelan, Gloria. Farewell to the Island. (HarperCollins, 1998, $14.95,
ISBN 0-06-027751-3)
In this sequel to Once on this Island, Mary O'Shea is traveling to
England to visit her sister, Angelique, who has married a former British soldier. On the trip, Mary captures the interest of a young
midshipman, James Lindsay. Upon her arrival in England, she finds
that he is a member of society, and the two tour London together while
becoming very fond of each other. Mary is faced with the difficult decision of giving up her Mackinac Island home for a life with James in
London. The book is a compelling look at life in the early 1800s in
northern Michigan and the world beyond its borders. The author lives
in Mancelona, Michigan.
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Willey, Margaret. Thanksgiving with Me. Illustrations by Lloyd Bloom.
(HarperCollins, 1998, $14.95, ISBN 0-06-027113-2)
A little girl is waiting for her beloved uncles to arrive for Thanksgiving
dinner. While she waits, her mother tells about them and their unique qualities. Together the girl and her mom get the feast ready just in time for the
uncles' arrival. The book captures the excitement and anticipation as families reunite for this yearly celebration. The author lives in Grand Haven,
Michigan.

THANKSGIVING
ltJ;t1;

ME

Yee, Brenda Shannon. Sand
Castle. Illustrations by Thea
Kliros. (Greenwillow, 1999,
$15.00, ISBN 0-688-16194-4 TR)
Jen begins to build a sand castle
at the beach, when various children come up and ask
to help. Each contributes something the castle needs: a
moat, a wall, a path, a road. The castle becomes truly
magnificent as they work together. Finally, it is time to
go home, and Jen has an idea for a perfect ending to
their day of fun. The author lives in Rochester Hills,
Michigan.

VARIATIONS OF THE CINDERELLA STORY
Climo, Shirley. The Persian Cinderella. 111us trations
by
Robert
Florczak.
(HarperCollins, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 0-06026763-1)
Persia is the setting for this tale about
Settareh, who is tormented by her stepsisters
and not allowed to go to the royal New Year's
Celebration. With the help of a mysterious
blue jug, she is gowned and taken to the palace where she wins the heart of the prince.
When she must leave, she drops an anklet of
diamonds, which he finds and uses to track
her. However, before their marriage can take
place, there is a serious roadblock. This retelling with its lovely paintings will be a
welcome addition to a collection of this wellloved story.
VOLUME

Jaffe, Nina. The Way Meat Loves Salt: A
Cinderella Tale from the Jewish Tradition. Illustrations by Louise August. (Henry Holt,
1998, $15.95, ISBN 0-8050-4384-5)
Long ago in Poland, there lived a rabbi
. who had three daughters. One day, when
he asked the girls how much they loved
him, the youngest daughter was sent away
in disgrace because of her answer. In her
wanderings, she is given a magic stick that
she uses to dress herself for a wedding in
Cracow. Here she meets a rabbi's son, and
the traditional Cinderella elements are seen
in the story. In addition, her father comes
to the wedding, and learns the truth of the
words his daughter had spoken long ago,
thus reuniting their family. The gentle old-
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world quality of the paintings along with the
text will make this book a fine addition to a
Cinderella collection.
San Souci, Robert D. Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella. Illustrations by Brian
Pinkney. (Simon & Schuster, 1998, $16.00,
ISBN 0-689-80668-X)
Told from the viewpoint of a poor
washerwoman from the island of Martinique
who is the godmother of Cendrillion, this tale

has a magic wand , a mean stepmother, and a
spoiled stepsister. Nothing is easy for
Cendrillion, and she is broken-hearted over
missing an important ball until her godmother
uses the wand and her creativity to get her
there. An embroidered slipper is dropped
when she leaves, and she is reunited with her
true love. The French Creole words and
phrases, the use of a storyteller's narrative,
and the lush illustrations add new dimensions
to this timeless tale .

•••••••••••••••••••
FULL OF INFORMATION
Brown, Laurie Krasny and Marc. How to Be
A Friend: A Guide to Making Friends and Keeping Them. (Little Brown, 1998, $14.95, ISBN
0-316-10913-4)
Delightful dinosaurs show the way for children to learn the fine art of making friends.
Real-life social situations and ways to handle
them are brought to life by the dinosaur characters playing and talking together throughout
the text. The book is a great starting point for a
class discussion and a valuable resource for a
child experiencing the problems and joys of
making friends.
Gibbons, Gail. Behold the Dragons! (Morrow, 1999, $16.00, ISBN 0-688-15526-X)
Here is a book brimming with interesting
facts about dragons - including their origins,
the many kinds, their place in folktales, and how
they are still studied and told about in stories
today. The author-illustrator combines her
unique, detailed full-color illustrations with her
well-researched text to give children a useful
book to which they will return again and again.
Hebner, Barbara. First on the Moon: What
it was like when man landed on the moon. Illustrations by Greg Ruhl. (Hyperion, 1999,
$16.99, ISBN 078680489-0)
It's hard to believe that thirty years have
passed since I stayed up all night to watch Neil
Armstrong take that first step on the moon. This
book takes readers inside Apollo 11 and recreates what it was like to be there and how the
astronauts reached the moon, survived on the
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surface, and returned safely to Earth. The book
also focuses on Buzz Aldrin's family watching
the live broadcast of him from space, thus providing a special perspective from his daughter.
The book is a wonderful way to share this event
with today's children.
Lankford Mary D. Dominoes Around the
World. Illustrations by Karen Dugan. (Morrow, 1998, $16.00, ISBN 0-688-14051-3 TR)
Ten ways to play dominoes are described
in this book. The history of each variation,
an explanation of how to play, and an illustration of children playing the game form the
core of this interesting volume. It includes a
solitaire version, several puzzles, and a recipe
for edible dominoes. A dictionary of domino
terms and a bibliography round out a wellorganized and useful book for children to
enJoy.
Maestro, Betsy. The Story of Clocks and
Calendars: Making a Millennium. Illustrations
by Giulio Maestro. (Lothrop, 1999, $16.00,
ISBN 0-688-14548-5)
Here is the story of timekeeping, years, calendars, and clocks. January 1, 2001, will mark
the official start of the new millennium, but celebrations will begin in the year 2000. Yet out
universe is probably at least 12 billion years
old, and the Earth a mere 4.5 billion years old.
A reading of this book will begin to clear some
of the confusion that is bound to become apparent in the coming months as we head to the
year 2000.
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POETRY CORNER
George, Kristine O'Connell. Little
Dog Poems. Illustrations by June Otani.
(Clarion, 1999, $12.00, ISBN 0-395822266-1)
A set of short poems presents a day in
the life of a little dog and its owner. As I
read the book, I thought of my own dogs
and how the poems could be about them.
One of my favorites is "Air Traffic Control," in which the dog is resting after
chasing an airplane away. Dog lovers
will be able to relate to Little Dog's busy
day as it plays alarm clock in the early
morning, stops the vacuum cleaner monster, goes for a ride, plays catch, gets an
itch scratched, and curls up in bed for
the night.
Giovanni, Nikki. The Sun is So Quiet.
Illustrations by Ashley Bryan. (Henry
Holt, 1996, $14.95, ISBN 0-8050-41192)

A collection of poems celebrating special moments in life - riding rainbows,
tiptoeing through strawberry patches,
snuggling under covers, enjoying a book
in the wintertime, being your own unique
person, and enjoying a quiet moment.
Add in Ashley Bryan's gentle, colorful
illustrations, and you will find yourself
smiling as you enjoy this wonderful
book.

Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Pass the Poe try, Please: Revised, Enlarged,
Updated, 3 rd Edition. (HarperCollins,
1998, $25.00, ISBN 0-06-027746-7)
Though this is not a book for children,
it certainly will help a lot of teachers introduce and support the love of poetry
in their students. If poetry is not a staple
in your classroom, this is the book to
help you make it one. The book includes
discussions on how to present poetry to
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children and how to help children create
verses of their own, interviews and biographic al sketches of twenty-four
outstanding poets, and activities to integrate poetry into all aspects of the
curriculum. The earlier editions have
always been my favorite "poetry bible,"
and this latest edition will continue that
tradition. It is a marvelous resource for
every classroom teacher to have.

Lee, Dennis. Dinosaur Dinner (With
a Slice of Alligator Pie). Selected by
Jack Prelutsky. Illustrations by Debbie
Tilley. (Knopf, 1997, $17. 00, ISBN 0679-87009-1)
A Canadian friend of mine introduced
me to Dennis Lee's work many years
ago, and I have always loved his crazy
sense of humor and the way he plays
with words. In this book are about forty
of his poems that have been selected especially for an American audience.
Readers will chuckle as they read the
title poems, move on to one about a
mother who kept her kids in a can of
peas, or discover Billy who pulled his
belly button out. The whole collection
is a joy to read over and over again.
Stevenson, James. Candy Corn.
(Greenwillow, 1999, $15.00, ISBN 0688-15837-4 TR)
This collection of short poems captures moments of daily life. I especially
enjoyed the poem in which school buses
gather for the night, compare notes, and
say "good night" to each other.
Stevenson's look at life always draws on
a unique perspective - if you found some
candy corn on the day after Halloween,
would you think of them as a dragon's
lost teeth? Page through this collection,
and stretch your own imagination.
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FOR OLDER READERS
Erdrich, Louise. The Birchbark House.
(Hyperion, 1999, $15.49. ISBN 078682241-4)
Told from the point of view of a 7-yearold Ojibwa girl on an island in Lake Superior
in 1847, this story of Native Americans shows
the joy, love, and hard work needed to survive. The book brings to mind the Laura
Ingalls Wilder books that chronicle the similar struggles of pioneer families in the
Midwest. Each summer the family builds a
new birchbark house, every fall they harvest,
each winter they move to a log house, and in
the spring they celebrate winter's end at the
maple sugaring camp. During the winter described in this book, an invisible enemy
changes the patterns of their lives forever.
Filled with details of the traditional Objiwa
way of life based on the author's own family
history, the book is a satisfying account of an
rarely told story.
Grover, Wayne. Dolphin Freedom. Illustrations by Jim Fowler. (Greenwillow, 1999,
$15.00, ISBN 0-688-16010-7 TR)
Poachers are preying on a dolphin family
that lives in the coastal waters of southeast
Florida. When Baby, who was rescued by
Grover years ago, does not show up for his
usual daily rendezvous and Baby's father is
found bleeding from a gaff wound, Wayne
and his diving companions set off to find and
save them. The dramatic rescue is a real pageturner.
Henkes, Kevin. The Birthday Room.
(Greenwillow, 1999, $16.00, ISBN 0-68816733-0)
Benjamin Hunter gets two surprises for his
twelfth birthday: a room of his own from his
parents and a letter from an uncle that he has
not seen since he was 2 years old. Benjamin
is a promising artist, and the room is supposed
to become his studio. The letter from his uncle
invites him and his mother for a visit. Both
gifts prove to be quite complicated in this
unique story of a boy in the process of growing up and finding himself.
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Houston, Gloria. Littlejim 's Dreams. Illustrations by Thomas B .Allen. (Harcourt Brace,
1997, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-201509-4)
Littlejim is 14 - the son of a logger who
lives in the Appalachians during the 1920s.
He dreams of becoming a teacher, and even
of someday flying to the moon. Then his
mother becomes seriously ill, and he is left
in charge of the farm during a critical time
that can change the whole family's way of
life. How his dreams and reality meet is a
satisfying look at life during those times.
Russell, Ching Yeung. Child Bride. (Boyds
Mills Press, 1999, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397748-6)
Based on actual life experiences of her 90year-old aunt, cousins, and friends, this is a
combined fictional account of an 11-year-old
who is to be married as a "little bride." In the
1920s to 1940s, arranged marriages of young
girls was a popular custom in the area where
the author grew up in China. However, the
child bride-to-be in this book is not a willing
participant, and her rebellion provides for a
dramatic story of a long-ago time in a place
on the other side of our world.
Singer, Marilyn, Editor. Stay True: Short
Stories for Strong Girls. (Scholastic, 1998,
$16.95, ISBN 0-590-36031-0).
Eleven well-known young-adult authors
have written original stories that demonstrate
the belief that to be strong, a girl must stay
true to herself despite any odds. Andrea Davis
Pinkney, for example, tells the story of a 17year-old who wants a chance to earn money
and work experience to fulfill her dream of
becoming an engineer. Because she is an orphan being raised by a loving grandmother
and a girl considering a man's field, the odds
are quite formidable and the future is filled
with many unknowns. Anne Mazer presents
a variation of the Cinderella story with an
unexpected twist. Together the thought-provoking stories give us a cool collection of
what teenage girls should enjoy.
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